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Overview:  
 
ONS is committed to protecting the safety and property of the ONS community while respecting the 
privacy rights of our staff and patients.  Cameras provide a visual deterrent to crime, assist with overall 
security measures, and increase the potential identification and apprehension of person(s) who breach 
policies and/or commit criminal acts. The primary use of surveillance cameras is to record images for 
future identification of individuals and activity in the event of violations of law or policy. 
 
Policy:  
 
ONS reserves the right to place video surveillance cameras within our practice sites where necessary 
and appropriate.  ONS respects the right to privacy of the staff members and balances the right to 
privacy versus the safety needs of the organization. 
 
Proper video surveillance, where deemed necessary, is one of the most effective means of helping to 
keep ONS facilities and properties operating in a safe and secure manner. While video surveillance 
cameras are installed primarily for safety and security reasons, ONS's video surveillance systems must 
be designed and maintained to minimize privacy intrusion. The purposes of video surveillances are to: 
 

 Enhance the safety of ONS staff and patients, and protect property against theft, vandalism and 
other criminal activity. 
 

 Aid in the identification of intruders and other persons not authorized to be on ONS premises. 
Information obtained through video surveillance will be used exclusively for security and law 
enforcement purposes, which must relate to the protection of staff and the public, or the 
deterrence or detection of criminal activity, including theft, vandalism, or other property damage.  

 
ONS is committed to integrating the best practices of security with the responsible use of technology. 
This policy does not apply to “covert surveillance.” Covert surveillance refers to surveillance conducted 
by means of hidden devices, without specific notice to the individuals being monitored. Video 
monitoring of ONS premises will be conducted in a professional manner that minimizes privacy 
intrusion and which is absolutely necessary to achieve its required goals. Video surveillance will not be 
used for the purpose of monitoring work areas, or where employees might have a reasonable 
expectation of privacy. 
 
Video surveillance will be operated and used only by authorized personnel. Where a review of recorded 
information indicates that unlawful activity has occurred or is suspected, law enforcement agencies will 
be brought in to view that recorded information. 


